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From European capitals to Asian pofts, these
locales are a feast for the senses.
BY KELLY ALLEN
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100

FAVORITE
THINGS

DUBAI, UAE

WHY: Forward-thinking
architecture, sustain-
ability, and over-the-top
luxury converge here.

THINGS TO DO: Arrive in
style aboard an Emirates
A380 double-decker
plane, then settle into the
beachfront, superyacht-
inspired Jumeirah Marsa
Al Arab resort. Dine at
Gerbou, where each meal
is a tribute to local cul-
ture—and so is the decor.
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Travel Tip
For fewer
crowds and bet-
ter prices, travel
in shoulder
season (May or

September).

FOLEGANDROS,
GREECE

WHY: See traditional Cycladic
architecture on this serene
island—without the Mykonos
and Santorini crowds. The
whitewashed homes and cliff-
top views easily measure up to
those of its busier peers.

THINGS TO DO: Checkinto
newcomer Gundariresort,
surrounded by 80 acres of
rugged natural beauty. Rustic
luxury shines in the cliffside
Cave Suite with a subterranean
design and private infinity pool.
Venture to Kalo Taxidiin Chora
to pick up colorful tableware.
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Kenrokuen Garden,
Kanazawa, Japan

MEDELLIN,

COLOMBIA

WHY: In what’s called the
Medellin Miracle, the once-
dangerous “City of Eternal
Spring” is now an innovative
center for biophilic, urban builds.

THINGS TO DO: Stop by
indoor-outdoor Pergamino
Café to sip some of the best
Colombian coffee. Rest at the
Click Clack Hotel, a black steel
building with lush native plants
enlivening the ceilings and win-
dows. In August, experience the
days-long Flower Festival, with
its parade of intricate arrange-
ments by local growers.
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BERGEN, NORWAY
WHY: Known as the “Gateway
to the Fjords,” this coastall
city’s architecture, including
the UNESCO-protected
Hanseatic wharf, serves up
endless inspiration.

THINGS TO DO: Step backin
time through the 55 centuries-
old wood houses that make

up the open-air Old Bergen
Museum, where actors portray
a bygone way of life. Hop
between the Kode collection
of four city center art museums
and three composers’ homes.
Ride the Fleibanen funicular
for aerial city views.

Hanseatic wharf, Be?geér.\, NorWay

id

AT

L
KANAZAWA, JAPAN

WHY: The former castle town
is an epicenter of traditional
Japanese arts and crafts—and
boasts a cutting-edge modern
art and architecture scene.

THINGS TO DO: Glideona
train into Kanazawa Station,
which is marked by a twisted
wood gate and glass-and-
steel dome. Visit storied green
spaces, including Kenrokuen
Garden. Learn classic tech-
niques through artisan-led
workshops, like Ai Inoue’s
yuzen fabric-dyeing class,
and pick up gold leaf and lac-
querware objects all over town.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: ANA SANTL; GETTY IMAGES; JOAQUIN OSSORIO-CASTILLO/ALAMY. OPPOSITE PAGE: LUDOVIC BALAY.
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rainx U.K. EXPLORER TRAIN

WHY: On board the Belmond Britannic Explorer, the first-ever
luxury sleeper train in Wales and England, layered interiors by London-
based Albion Nord studio resemble an upscale boutique hotel.

THINGS TO DO: Admire views of valleys in Wales, the sea in
Cornwall, and mountain peaks in the Lake District on a three- or
six-night journey. Disembark for an art class in quaint Machynlleth,
dine at the 15th-century Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, or tour
Penzance’s 22-acre Tremenheere Sculpture Gardens.
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MELIDES, PORTUGAL
WHY: An hour-and-a-half drive
from Lisbon, Melides promises
quiet reflection, unspoiled
beauty, and nature-led archi-
tecture. Today, the once-sleepy
town beckons creatives who
yearn for inspiration.

THINGS TO DO: Find tran-
quility in La Salvada, the new
salmon-colored, two-bedroom
villa surrounded by wildflowers
at the Vermelho Hotel by
Christian Louboutin. Inside
this oasis, organic-shaped
fixtures and animal motifs
abound. In the main square,
dine at restaurants with blue-
and-white painted facades,

like seafood spot O Melidense.

PALERMO: GETTY IMAGES; LEMBANG: SHUTTERSTOCK. OPPOSITE PAGE: RICARDO JUNQUEIRA.
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LUANG PRABANG,
LAOS

WHY: The slow-paced city is
full of cozy shops for expert-
made housewares and intimate
settings for quality meals.

THINGS TO DO: On the
26-passenger river cruise
Bohéme by Mekong
Kingdoms, drift from capital
Vientiane to Luang Prabang
in cabins with floor-to-ceiling

windows and private balconies.

Make your own Lao feast and
dine by a lily pond at Tamarind
Restaurant and Cooking
School. Find handmade trea-
sures, from indigenous wood
bowls at Caruso Creations
to vibrant silk scarves at

Ock Pop Tok.

Travel Tip
Stop by former
chapel Antica
Focacceria
San Francesco
for Sicilian
street food.
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Bohéeme River Cruise, Luang Prabang, Laos

Palermo Cathedral, Italy

Orchid Forest Cikole;
Lembang, Indonesia

PALERMO, ITALY

WHY: Charming and a bit gritty,
Sicily’s historic capital woos
culturally minded travelers with
historic mansions by the sea.

THINGS TO DO: View thou-
sands of vibrant majolica tiles at
the Stanze al Genio museum,
hidden in an eight-room palace
apartment. Take a guided tour
of Palazzo Francavilla, a
storied residence with frescoed
ceilings and antique furnishings.
Don’t miss Shahidi carpets
and ceramics, a candyland for
textile fanatics. Stop at Florio
Restaurant, in hotel Villa
Igiea, for local cuisine with
phenomenal sea views.

BANDUNG,
INDONESIA

WHY: Art Deco glamour and
indie fashion flourish in this
creative hub known as the
“Paris of Java.”

THINGS TO DO: Drop by Villa
Isola, a former residence turned
academic site, to admire the
1930s landmark’s layered curves.
Brave the busy, Colonial-building-
lined Braga Street, dotted with
unique boutiques. Make the short
drive outside the city to Orchid
Forest Cikole for fairy-tale-like
wonder as you traverse a glowing
suspension bridge.

AARHUS, DENMARK
WHY: Denmark’s cozy,
second-largest city brims
with experiential art and
serene landscapes.

THINGS TO DO: Museum-
hop, starting with the
ambitious and immersive art
exhibits at ARoS, including a
360-degree rooftop rainbow
walkway. At the eco-friendly
Moesgaard Museum, admire
the structure’s sloped, land-
scaped roof, and gain insight
into the latest research on
prehistoric times. Wander to
nearby Marselisborg Deer
Park to take anidyllic nature
walk and see roaming wildlife.
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LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA
WHY: A leader in sustainable
urban design, this capital’s
human-centered setup is every
city lover’s dream.

THINGS TO DO: See top
attractions, like the pink
Franciscan Church and the
hilltop Ljubljana Castle, on

a free walking tour. Find bliss

in the sculpture-filled gardens
of Tivoli Park. Mosey into the
park’s mansion, now a small but
mighty graphic arts museum.

SS Bon
Voyage,
Bordeaux,
France
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MADRID, SPAIN

WHY: Every corner of this
museum-filled city is rich with
artistic discovery.

THINGS TO DO: Newly
restored by designer-architect
Philippe Starck, the Brach
Hotel offers a poetic, warm
home base. Don’t overlook the
tiny Salesas neighborhood, an
area of architectural delight.
Pop into multilevel art gallery
Albarran Bourdais for surpris-
ing contemporary exhibits.

W
b Tivoli Park,
Ljubljana, Sllovenia

Brach Hotel,
- Madrid, Spain

Travel Tip
Don’t miss
Brach’s art-filled
restaurantand
its bold Mediter-
ranean flavors.

BORDEAUX, FRANCE
WHY: The Uniworld SS Bon
Voyage is a floating boutique
hotel, built to immerse guests
in French culture through
pattern-drenched suites and
traditional bistro fare. The
eight-day Brilliant Bordeaux
itinerary exposes travelers to
the region’s riches along three
sparkling rivers.

THINGS TO DO: Lounge by
the infinity pool on this cruise
ship’s chic deck as the country-
side slowly morphs in the
background. Sip on craft bever-
ages at the emerald-toned bar
inspired by Yves Saint Laurent’s
former home Villa Majorelle.
Enjoy dining in La Brasserie’s
green and golden interior, mod-
eled on the famous Parisian
restaurant Bouillon Pigalle.

LJUBLJANA: GETTY IMAGES.
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CHIANG MAI,
THAILAND

WHY: Dubbed the “Rose of
the North,” the city is a cul-
turally rich gem—and worth
visiting for the food alone.

THINGS TO DO: Make
yourself at home in 137
Pillars House, where every
suite boasts heritage teak
rooms with modern luxuries
and an outdoor space sur-
rounded by tropical gardens.
In addition to eating at the
city’s night markets, try the
famous blue butterfly noo-
dles at Anchan Noodle,

or embrace Michelin-star
dining in Gongkham’s Lanna-
style wood house. See a
private collection of Thai and
regional art at MAIIAM Con-
temporary Art Museum.




